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of representative and responsible over personal and
irresponsible governments, at any rate for civilised
communities, may be conceded* Its advantages are
manifold* But until fidelity to pledges and veracity in
public statements can be enforced on ministers, and
until you have independence and incorruptibility in
parliament and the press, no near approach can be
expected to a perfect system of self-government* As
in a public company so in a democracy good and honest
management is largely an accident. It rests with the
character of the men who have climbed to the top,
though, of course, the citizens or shareholders may
by incessant vigilance secure faithful and competent
directors*

Thus we dispose of the argument sometimes urged,
that war must be an economic advantage to a nation
because the enlightened governments of modern times
have so frequently adopted it as a remedy for small
evils, or for the purpose of obtaining comparatively
small advantages* Some modern military writers, it is
true, looking at the examples of Napoleon and his
Prussian imitators, have put forward the view that a
nation of high military efficiency may expect by the
imposition of tributes and indemnities to wage war at
a profit, or at least without actual loss* But this notion,
examined in the preceding chapter, was found uncon-
vincing, even after the long and costly slavery of prepara-
tions for a war, which after all might prove unsuccessful,
had been excluded from the account* In truth there
is only one important modern instance, the Franco-
German War of 1870, in which the successful govern-
ment has been able to extract from the vanquished
its out-of-pocket expenses, let alone a pecuniary com-